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Finah, Brethren, farewell: Be per- 
ft, be of 900% Comfort, be oj 
one Mind, 44 in Peace, and the 
iGod of Love and. Peace, ſhall be 
vb . } ws 2 7” 07 ni: 
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2 ＋. Paul, as we 7 20 Hom the Hiſtory 

of the Atte bad ſpent a conſiderable 
Time at Corinth, a much longer Space 
of Time than the Deſign of his and the other 
Apoſtles ſpreading the Goſpel i in all Parts of 
the Earth permitted him to paſs in many 
Places. Duriog his Abode there he had made 
many Converts. among the Corinthians, both 
Jews and Gentiles: And the good Succeſs of 
his Preaching. amongſt them had raiſed in 
him, whoſe Paſſions were wholly guided by 
A3 © his 


C) 
his Concern for the Glory of God, a ſtrong 
Affection for them, as appears by variety of 
tender Expreſſions to them in both his Epi- 
ſtles. But as after his Departure from a- 
mongſt them Diviſions were ariſen in their 
Church, whilft ſome valued themſelves on 
being the Converts and Diſciples of Paul, 
others of Peter, and others of Apolles and as 
diverſe other Abuſes were crept in amongſt 
them, and falſe Doctrines to the denying the 
Reality of the Reſurrection of the Body, he 
endeavours by theſe two Epiſtles to them, to 
cure their Diviſions, and rectify what elſe 
was amiſs amongſt them. And as his Wri- 
tings to the Church of Corintb and other 
Churches are a ſtanding Rule of Faith and 
Manners to the Chriſtians of all ſucceeding 
Ages, I ſhall take his farewel Advice to a 


Church where he had ſpent ſo much Time, 


and which he lov'd ſo paſſionately, when he 
foreſaw the Care of other Churches would 
hinder his farther looking after them, for the 
Subject of my Diſcourſe on this Occaſion ; 

when I am taking Leave of a People, amongſt 
whom J have ſpent many Years, inſtructing 
and building them up in the Knowledge of 
the Chriſtian Religion, for whom I ſhall a 


ways 


(7) 
ways have a tender Concern, and whom I 
am now quitting, being called by the Provi- 
dence of God to the Inſpection of other Chur- 
ches in a ſuperior Station. 


Finally, Brethren, farewell Be perfect, be of 
good Comfort, be of one Mind, live in Peace, 
and the God of Love and Peace * be with 


Jou. 


In tponking ; to which Words I ſhall take 
occaſion, 


1. To conſider each Part of the Arie 
here given. 


And afterwards the Encouragement to fol- 

low the Advice contained in the Cloſe 
of the Verſe; and the God of Love and 
Peace joe be with Jou. 


And firſt Iam to conſider each Part of the 
Advice here given. 


The firſt Branch of which is, Be + perfil 


There are very few ſo ignorant of their 
own Weaknels, or the general Infirmities of 


Mankind | in our fall'n Eltate, as to hope to 
arrive 


30 

arrive at an * perfection i in this Life. 
And thoſe who have moſt narrowly ſearch d 
into their own Hearts, and examin'd into 
their ſeveral vicious Diſpoſitions, who have 
moſt enquired into the whole Compaſs of the 
Duty enjoin'd them by the Law of God, and 
who are moſt deſirous, if it could be done, 
exactly to perform that Duty, are the Per- 
ſons moſt ſenſible, that after all their Endea- 
vours they ſhall fall vaſtly ſhort of a perfect 
Comp fed with the divine Wilm... 

As then the Experience of the beſt of Men, 
and the Scriptures inform us, that i many 
things we offend all, the Meaning of the 
Apoſtle here cannot be to lay on the Corinthi- 
aus a Task above their Abilities, a\compleat 
unſinning Obedience to the Commands of 
God. But the Deſign of this and other Places 
of the New Teſtament urging. Men to Per- 
fection, Is, to ſet them upon endeavouring 
| after" it, to engage them to labour after as 
high Attainments in Piety as they can, and 
to be ſtill advancing and making near Ap- 
proaches to that Perfection, the Fulneſs of 
which is reſer ved for the next Life: agree- 
ably to that pf St. Peter, 2 Ep. 3. 18. to grow 
in Grace, and in the NV ladge of our Lord and 
Saviour 


(9) 
Saviour Jeſus Chrift. Which marks out to us: 
the two Ways in which we may be till im- 
proving ; Knowledge and Virtue, the firſt as 
tending to the Perfection of the Underſtand- 
ing, the latter to that of the Will. 
And firſt, we ſhould be till advancing i in 
the Knowledge of our moſt holy Religion. 
Hence it is that the Apoſtle prays for the 
Coloſſians, Col. 1. 9, 10. that they might be filled 
with the Knowledge of God's Will in all Wiſdom 
and ſpiritual Underſtanding, not only being 
fruitful in every good Work, but increaſi * in 
the Knowledge of God. | 
For without a competent Underſtanding 8 
the Doctrines of the Goſpel, it can never be 
hop'd that we ſhould in any meaſure walk 
worthy of the Lord unto all well-pleaſing. And 
there is no doubt, one great reaſon of that 
Corruption of Manners ſo much complain'd 
of among Chriſtians is, that groſs Ignorance 
to be met with in too many of them. For 
how can it be expected that People ſhould 
conform their Lives to the Law of God, if 
they are ignorant of the Rules laid down i in 
that Law ? Or of what Uſe can the Rewards 
or Puniſhments propoſed in the Goſpel be ta 
them towards animating them to what is 
| B 5 


(ro) | 
good, or deterring them from what i evil, 
if they are unacquainted with the great and 
precious Promiſes there made to Mankind, 
and with thoſe Terrors of the Lord there 
revealed? 

It ought therefore to be the Buſineſs of 
every Chriſtian to be advancing in the Know. 
ledge of the Will of God made known to us. 
And this is to be done chiefly and moſt ſe- 
curely by reading and meditating on the 
Scriptures, which are the undoubted Oracles 
of God, containing the Method he has ap- 
pointed us to follow in order to obtain our 
Salvation, and by which all the Doctrines 
and Inſtructions of Men are to be try'd and 

examin'd, T don't by this mean to diſcou- 
rage good Chriſtians from reading other pi- 
ous Books, that may aſſiſt them the better 
to underſtand either the Scriptures or the 
Doctrines of our holy Religion; but to direct 
them finally to reſt their Faith in nothing 
ſhort of the Word of God. And as thoſe 
Writings were originally dictated by the Spi- 
rit of God for the Inſtruction of his Church, 
ſo may every pious Chriſtian hope if he begs 
of God to enlighten his Underſtanding by the 
ſame holy Spirit; and i he reads them with 


true 


(1) 

true Devotion , and a fincere Deſire from 
thence to learn his Duty, he may hope, I ſay, 
to be led by the divine Aſſiſtance to the 
Knowledge of every neceſſary Truth. 

And if we would frequently and feriouſly 
read the Word of God, we ſhould be daily 
advancing in Chriſtian Knowledge; we ſhould 
more diſtinctly apprehend our Wants and 
Weakneſſes, and the Neceſſity we have of a 


Saviour, and the Goodneſs of God in appoint- 5 


ing us one under our great and crying Pro- 
| vocations, the Nature of the Salvation by 
him wrought for us, and how to reap the 


Benefits by him obtained for us; we ſhould 


every Day know more of the Nature of that 
God we ſerve, and our Obligations to ſerve 


him; we ſhould paſs on from general No- 


tions of aur Duty, to a View of its ſeveral 


Life; we ſhould become better acquainted 
with the Happineſs of Heaven and the Tor- 
ments of Hell there propoſed to our Hopes 
and Fears; we ſhould be ſtill diſcovering 


more Force in the Motives to Virtue, taken 


from the Conſideration of the Attributes of 


God, his Wiſdom and Goodneſs in the Work 


of our Redemption, the Powerfulneſs of the 
B 2 Means 


Branches in the various Circumitances of 


( 12): 

Means of Grace afforded us in the Goſpel, 
the Beauty of Holineſs, and the Deformity 
of Sin; and whilſt we thus labour'd after 
farther Degrees of ſpiritual Knowledge with 
a ſerious and ſincere Diſpoſition of Mind, as 
we come more perfectly to underſtand our 
Duty, and more clearly to diſcern the Strength. 
of the Motives to its Performance, we could 
ſcarce fail of daily diſcharging it with a great- 
er Readineſs of Mind. Which leads me to 
eonſider, 

24h), That we ought to be Rl advancing 
in Virtue. 
We have obſerved 4 98 beſt of Men 
are unable in this Life to perform the e's 
of God without the leaſt Tranſgreſſion. 
has pleaſed God therefore in the Covenant of 
Grace to accept of our fincere Endeavours in- 
ſtead of an exact Performance of his Will. 
But we then only act with Sincerity, when 
We do all that lies in our Power to do; and 

therefore that Act of Obedience which was 
the utmoſt a Chriſtian of meaner Attainments 
could perform, is no Proof of the Sincerity 
of one of higher Attainments, ſince the firſt 
could do no more, but the latter, if he had 
_ exerted his utmoſt Strength, could. This i 1 


Truth 


Pod 


(13) 

Truth that falls under the Experience of any: 
one in the Beginnings of a good Life, and ſtil}. 
the more as he had formerly more indulged 
himſelf in any Habits of Vice. Such an one 
with very great difficulty withſtands a Temp- 
tation to a' Sin he had been uſed to, and 
mult exert a very ſtrong Reſolution to per- 
form an Ad of Virtue he has been wholly 
unaccuſtomed to. But the Strength of the 
fame Temptations ſtill decreaſes as he ad- 
vances.in Virtue, and thoſe good Actions by 
degrees grow eaſy to him, which at firſt he 
durſt not attempt. Now what every- one 
who in earneſt purſues his Salvation, does on 
his firſt Repentance, till he arrives at ſome 
tolerable degree of Virtue, the ſame if they 
would afterwards. continue to do, they would 
be ſtill advancing in Holineſs; and this is. 
acting up to the full of their preſent Strength, 
and puſhing ſtill. forward notwithſtanding 
the Difficulties and Temptations they meet. 
with. And the fame Methods by which 
they then get ground of their vicious Habits, 
would bring them daily nearer to Perfection. 
Now thoſe are, the frequently conſidering 
the neceſſity there is of ceaſing to do evil to- 


prevent their eternal Ruin, the examining 
where. 


(14) 
where they are moſt expoſed to Danger from 
their ſpiritual Enemies, and being more eſpe- 

1 cially upon their Guard there againſt all Sur- 
prize, and fortify ing themſelves agaiaſt being 
overpowerd; the ſurveying what good Ac- 
tions they are moſt averſe to, and labouring 
by particular and proper Conſiderations to 
ſtir themſelves up to the Practice of ſuch; 
the looking out what Virtues their Station 
and Circumſtances moſt enable or call on 
:them to perform, and diligently exerciſing 
themſelves in them; the frequent meditating 
on the moſt powerful Motives of our holy 
Religion to deter them from what is bad, 
and excite them to all Righteouſneſs; and 
finally, the begging of God moſt ardently 
to aſſiſt them with his heavenly Grace to 
ſtrengthen their Weakneſs, to give them the 
Victory where they ſhould otherwiſe be 
overcome, and to enable them to diſcharge 
thoſe Duties that are beyond the reach of 
their own Abilities. 

Nor is there any doubt but the continuing 
the ſame pious Meditations, the ſame Dili- 
gence, the ſame Watchfulneſs, the ſame Fer- 
vency of Prayer to God that are commonly 
employed at the firſt Entrance of a holy Life, 

would 


(15) 
would empower us to be ſtill making a far-- 
ther Progreſs, and that under ſuch a Courſe 
our Luſts would every day grow weaker and 
weaker, and our good Habits. grow more 
and more confirm'd; and our Increaſe in 
Chriſtian Knowledge at the ſame time would 
help us more clearly to ſee what was incum- 
bent on us to do, and would more powerfully 

enforce on our Minds thoſe Conſiderations 
that ſhould animate us to perform it. 
And certainly our thus advancing i in Per- 
fection has great Advantages; ir gives us pre- 
ſent Eaſe and Comfort of Mind, by proving 
to :ourſelves and others the Truth of our 
Faith and the Sincerity of our Love of God, 
and it ſecures to us not only the Poſſe ſſion of 
Heaven hereafter , but an Increaſe of our 
Reward in that happy State. But I can only 
mention theſe, and mult haſten to the _ 
2d Part of the Apoſtle's Advice, Be ef good 
Confort. 
Now there are ſeveral Views the Apoſtle | 
might have in this Advice: one of which 
might be in regard to the great Sorrow the 
Corinthians had been under upon the Apoſtle's 
Reproof of their Miſcarriages in his firſt Epi- 
ſtle, and which had been ſuch that he had ” 
| moſi 


(16) 
moſt repented that he had ſo grieved them, only 
that it had wrought in them a goaly Sorrow to 
Repentance, at the 8th and gth Verſes of that 
Chapter; ſo that he may very well be ſuppo- 
ſed here to comfort them after their Sorrow, 
and exhort them to be eaſy in their Minds 
' notwithſtanding their former Faults, ſince 
they had fo heartily lamented them, and 
throughly corrected them. 

And this is a Piece of Advice proper to 
many poor Chriſtians in all Ages, who after 
having ſearch'd their Ways, are filled with a 
godly Sorrow for their Sins, and in good ear- 
neft forſake them, and yet retain ſuch a Senſe 
of their Guilt as to be dejected in Spirit, and 

to fear there is no Pardon for their crying 
_ Offences. Now to ſuch it is proper to ſpeak 
Words of Comfort, and to aſſure them that 
God is a God of infinite Mercy, and that our 
bleſſed Savieur has made a full Atonement 
for the Sins of the whole World, and that by 
the Terms of the Goſpel every one on his 
Faith and Repentance is entitled to the For- 
giveneſs of all their paſt Sins, and that the 
good Spirit of God, who has wrought in 
them that Repentance and Change of Life, 
is a Token that they are pardoned and ac- 


cepted 


(C17) 
cepted in the Sight of God, and that they 
have therefore ſolid reaſon for Dong: of good 
mn 8 77001 

Another oxcalion of the Apoſtle J bidding 

| chain be of good: Comfort was; the — 
tion then coming or come upon them for 
profeſſing the Goſpel of Chriſt; and as the 
Sufferings Chriſtians were then expoſed to 
for their Belief were very ſevere, and apt to 
deject Men, and ſuch as actually made many 
renounce their Faith, it was very proper to 
cheer and encourage them under ſuch Trials. 
But as, God be praiſed, this is not our Caſe, 
1 ſhall e ene on ths Conlidera- 
tion. Ot d | 
Another thing; the Avolile . Wen 
vie w was, the various Misfortunes. and Ca- 
lamities of Life ; and theſe are in a greater 
or leſs degree common to all Ages of the 
World, and to all Perſons, and from time to 
time deject or overwhelm thoſe overtaken 
by them, according to their real or imaginary 
Greatneſs. There is no occaſion for my at- 
tempting to ennumerate them, every one 
feels or ſees enough of them daily, either 
Pains and Sickneſs of Body, the want of the 
Conveniences or even Neceſſaries of Life, 
Rs 


e128) 
'Poffes of Mens Subſtancu dr of their deareſt 
Friends or Relations, Diſappointmients: in 
their Deſigns, impending Terrors from their 
"own Cireumſtanees, or the Dangers of the 
Publick ;/ all Which as they happen to us 
ktroüble and tofment us, and bereave us of 
all Spirit and Courtage; and as foe or other 
"of theſe make quick and frequent Returns 
upon moſt of us, and 4is theifinking under 
therm ſhews a diſtruſt of and repining at 
_ "Ges Providente; i may juſtliy be a ſtanding 
Advice to all Chtiftikns to be of good Cwnfurt. 
By Which it is hot meant that we ſhould be 
inſenfible- under the Sufferings ef Liſe, or 
know no difference between Proſperity and 
" Atverſity; But Yhft under "the ſoreſt Trials 
we ſhould bear up, relying on the Goodneſs 
vf God to deliver us Ott of them in his due 
Time, Ne e ehem; and give 
A baßph Ul to tet. And certainly every 
trde Chriftian las reaſon utider the greateſt 
Diſtreſs för inward Comfort and Satisfaction 
of Mind; He is the Child of God, and by his 
Affictions is 6nly chaftened- for His ſpiritual 
 Inprovement, -and'he has the Promiſe of his 
Heavenly Father that he will never leave him 
vor fot him, bur that all things ſhall 'work 
together 


99 


together fur lus God: He has Chriſt for his 

Redeemer, WhO by his Neath has purchaſed 
for him an heavenly Inheritance hereafter ; 
and what are all theſe light Afflictiong when 


compared with that eternal Weiglit of Glory 
reſerved: for him when this ſhort Life is end- 
ed? He has the holy Spirit dwelling in him, 
part of whoſe Office is to ſupport and com- 
fort all true Believers under the greateſt Tri- 
bulations: In the Senſe he has that his Sins 
are pardoned, and in the Teſtimony, of his 
Conſcience that he fincerely diſcharges his 
Duty, he finds an even and calm Pleaſure to 
be. preferred to the. moſt rapturous Enjoy- 

ments Of this World. 'Thefe are the, Com- 
Forts every true Chriſtian is | entitled::to, and 
ik by his continual: advancing in Perfection 
his Heart can aſſure him he is ſuch, he will, 
except God. ſot à Scaſon for wiſe Ends beſt 
eee ee e His . n n, 

enjoy the Benefit of them. 

So that if we are caſt n and deſpond 
nder the Evils of Life, it is our own Fault, 
in either not being as good as we:ought-to.be, 
or hot looking thro? the Cloud of our: AMic- 
tions at the een bort r have: 22 
"Claim . e STE IT GEE 

c 4 | I pro- 


(20 
1 proceed in the third place to the remain- 
ing Part of the Apoſtle's Advice, Be of one 
Mind, live in Peace; and I put them both to- 
gether, as meaning much the ſame thing, or 
at leaſt as the being of one Mind is the foreſt | 
way to live in Peace. In a ſtrict Senſe it is 
impoſſible any Number of Men ſhould be of 
one Mind, by having the ſame Opinion about 
every thing ; ; even the moſt learned Men 
differ in many Points, as they have different 
Capacities, and have with unequal Diligence 
conſidered the ſame Subjects. But the Apo- 
ſtle when he bids the Corinthians be of one 
Mind, intends by it that they ſhould agree 
among themſelves, and in this Senſe the Ex- 
preſſion is generally taken in the Scriptures. 
So that our conſenting as to the main in thge 
fame Belief, Wiſhes and Deſires, and the 
not maintaining too eagerly our own parti- 
cular: Opinions, nor bearing too hard on the 
private Perſuaſions of others, is heing as 
much as we can be in this Life of one Mind 4 
ſince whilſt we are in the Body we are all 
liable to Errors, and ſo apt to differ in our 
Thoughts from one another; and all have 
our particular Views and Intereſts, and ſo 
Mall never exactly hope and wiſh for the 


ſame 


(4219. 
ſame things. But; ſtill, the more. we advance 
in Chriſtian Knowledge, which comprehends 
all Truth neceſſary to be known by us to 
conduct us to. Salvation, the fewer Differen- 
ces ſhall we have in Opinion; . and the more 
we; advance in Virtue, and thereby ſtill lefs 
make our private Advantage the Center of 
our Aims, the leſs ſhall we diſagree in our 
ſeveral Wiſhes, and as the Conſequence or 
both, the,more ealily ſhall we be able to live 
r 
Now if we look 8 us and view the 
many Quarrels and Diviſions to be met with 
in . moſt, Families, Societies, Towns, Cities, 
and Nations, whether about private or pub- 
lick Affairs, and the Heat and Violence with 
which many of them are carried on, we ſhall 
ſee: that there is a very large Field of Exerciſe 
for a peaceable Temper. The Injuſtice or 
Vnreaſonableneſs of others towards ourſelves, 
or thoſe we are bound to ſtand by, may put 
it out of our Power to be at Peace with them. 
They may refolve not to let us be at quiet 
except we will facrifice the Truths of the 
Goſpel; which was the Caſe of the Chriſtians -. 
in the firſt Ages of the Church in reſpect of 


the Jews and Heathens; they may be angry 
with 


60 22 . 

"with us fbr WRwering the Obligations of 
thoſe Oaths with which we have bound our 
Souls, by firmly adhering to that Govern- 
ment God has placed over us; they may di- 
rectly go to ſtrip us, or thoſe under bur Fro. 
9 01 of our undoubted Rights; they may 
purſue their own Luſts and Paſſions, without 
regarding what Wrong they do or Uneaſi- 
neſs they give to us and others. In theſe 
and the like Caſes our Religion does not 
-oblige us to buy Peace at ſo dear a Rate as 
they ſet it at; and the Apoſtle, Rom. 14. 18. 
bids. us, If it be poſſible, and as much 4s lieth in 
us, to live peaceallly with all Men; &nowin that 
there are Caſts 6 where we e Ty be geen, 
with them without being 7 — to but Ga 
-our Church , our Country, our (Goyernours, 
ourſelves, or our Neighbour. But even here 
Where the Wickedaeſs of others juftifies the 
Stand we make, yet 'Chriftianity does not 


F IR 


allow of our joining With" our Defence Hatred 
and Anger ag the Perſons of theſe our 
Adverſaries, Clamour and Bitterneſs, Rail- 
ing and Backbiting; and leſs Rill, the: return. 
ing -Evil for Evil, Injury for Injury; nor does 

it permit the ſupporting the moſt righteous 
Cauſe but in the Ways of Truth, and Juſtice, 
and Holineſs. e 


(235) 
If chen we'deſite co ve in Peace) we Thall 


be fure never to be/ifijurious to others eitl 
in Word or Deed'y we ſhall do them no 
Wrong. in their Bftates:; we! ſhdll/neither i In- 
vent nor propagate afly ene ei | 


_ Rpphandbac e fit 272 Jo words hon 
Nor on the other ſide ſhall we tas haſtily: 
judge they have wrong d us, or throw: aſide 
5 al. Patience where they are really injuting 
Ws. And if we! are tlius diſpoſad, we ſhall 
not raſhily, wirhout making proper Allows 
ances and Excuſes, underſtand the Words of 
codur Btethren as meant to hurt us; 'wecſhall 
examine Whether we have not given the firſt 
Provocution; we ſhall conſider wliether the 
Matter of an Injury is to a feaſonable Man 
ſufficient to juſtify any great Paſſion; we 
ſhall diſtinguiſh betwixt the neceſſary Vindi- 
cation of 'otirſelves and the attacking our 
Nei, ghbour; arid f we ha ve talen tiles! = 
vious but juſt Precautions, we may poſſibly 
find nothing left but what may be bore with 
a moderate degree of Patiene. 
And as in thus acting we do our Patt to- 
wards preſerving Peace, ſo our Calmneſs and 
Gentleneſs will bid fair for diſarming our Ad- 
verſary of his Rage, or at leaſt will add no 
new. 
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new Fuel to the Fire already Kindled in his 

ö Breaſt; whilſt: by acting differently, it often 
bappens that by a Courſe of mutual Clamour, 

| Kailing and Injuries, a flight Quarrel is en- 
larged to an irrecontilable Breach, and the 
very Memory of the firſt * Mifenderthending : 
is 2 and loſt. 12 


Having; chus in ne wenkeje. ſhewn 1 
| what Actions this Deſire of Peace will exert 
itſelf, I ſhould! come to enforce it by proper 
Arguments, but the Time will only permit 
me to obſerve, that Chriſtians have all ima- 
ther, as they are Children of the ſame hea · 
venly Father, Members of the ſame myſtical 
Body the Church, animated and influended 

by the ſame divine Spirit, Profeſſors of the 

| fame holy Fahl and Heirs of the ſame. ever- 
| laſting Inheritance; ſo that in their Quarrels 

L al nd Diſſenſions they act in Defiance of ſo ma- 

ny engaging Obligations, and in Contempt of 
that Precept ſo oſten inculcated on them in 
the Goſpel of 1 their Neightour as * 
ſelves. 

I come now to the Encouragement given 

in the latter Fart of the Text, to follow the 
| Advice 


(25) 
Advice here given; ap the God of Love and 
Peace ſhall be with jou. | 

No as the Words 1 ſtand l 
they may very well be taken ſo as to imply, 
that the happy Conſequence of Chriſtians 
being perfect, of good Comfort, and of one 
Mind, and living in Peace, would be, that 
the God of Love and Peace ſhould be; with 
them. 

Now God is the God of Lowe, as 10 is whe 
great Pattern of Love himſelf; ſince it is ow- 


ing to his boundleſs Love and Goodneſs that 


he ever gave Being to his Creatures, and ſtill 


ſupports and 5 them; that he has pro- 
vided for the Salvation of the loſt Children 
of Men, and has raiſed them up a Redeemer 
mighty to ſave; and that he deſigns them 
for, and by variety of Means aſſiſts them to 
arrive at the Happineſs of Heaven. 
He is likewiſe he God of Love and Peace, 
as he enjoins them both to his Servants, and 
by the Influence of his heavenly Grace pro- 
duces in them Love and Good-will towards 
one another, and can alone give them both 
inward and outward Peace. 
Now God's being with us, is his being 
preſent with us, by bleſſing us with Bleſſings 
D | both 


(#5) 
doth Spiritual and Temporal; his abidi ing 
with us by his holy Spirit, co ſtrengthen us 


againſt every Temptation and the Power. of 
our Luſts in the Purſu it of Perfection; to 


comfort and uphold us in every Trial and 
Diſtreſs; and to diſpoſe us to a Chriſtian Peace 
and Concord © his watching over us by his. 
eſpecial Providence to turn all Events to our 
real Advantage, and where he ſees proper 
king" oven our Enemies be. at eh hay 
3 let 

But as we have obſerved; Ut we e may 
enjoy this bleſſed Preſence of God, we are 
to purſue the Advice before given by the 
Apoſtle, to labour after an Advance in 
Knowledge and Virtue, to bear up under 
the Calamities of Life, and to the utmoſt of 
our Power to be at Peace with all Men. 
And if we are diligent and ſincere in our 
Endea vours after amaiuing theſe noble Ends, 
God will inter poſe in our behalf, and increaſe 
our Holineſs and Piety and Peace here, and 
bring Us to compleat Neelie aa endleſs 
Feace liereaſter⸗ | 

Having gone hich the Heads of ent 
ſuggeſted by the Text, I come now to make 
an Application of what has been ſaid. 


W hat 


(27) 
What the Apoſtle adviſed and preſſed on 


the Corinthians as he was taking Leave of 


them in Ins Epiſtle, the ſame I molt earneſt- 
ly intreat of you to practiſe, on Occaſion of 
this my ſblemn Farewel. ' The Authority in- 
deed going along with the Admonirions of 
the Apoſtle, as he was inſpired by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and infallibly led into all Truth, ſup- 
ported by many Signs and Wonders, 'recom- 
mended by his Sufferiags, and by that Holi- 

neſs of Liſe, that he could ſafely: propoſe him- 
{lf as an univerſal Pattern for Imitation, was 


of another kind than any of us the ordinary 


Miniſters of the Goſpel can pretend ta in our 
| Inſttuctions. But at the ſame time What lie 


then adviſed the Corinthians to, in them he 
adviſes the Chriſtians of all Ages to: and it 
is in virtue of his Authority that I have been 


recommending! to you rhe Duties contained 
in the Text. Towards the | Perfor 
which you have ſeveral Advantages beyand 

what the Corinthians then had. They were 
newly converted. from amongſt the Jens or 
Gentiles, and had many of their old Errors 
and Prejudices till 1 remaining 


neſs and hs res of Paganiſm. T hey had 
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mancè of 


in them. They 
were ſurrounded on all fides with the Dark. 
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little more to inſtrutt them in the Chriſtian 
igion than the Memory of the Apoſtle's 
—.— whilſt et n. and his two 
Epiſtles. 
On the other ſide, the Goſpel has bets 
planted here for many Ages, and the glorious 
Light of the Reformation has ſhone here for 
ſome Generations. You have the free Uſe of 
the Scriptures in-your Mother-Tongue. You 
have variety of good Books to promote your 
- Chriſtian Knowledge. You are conſtantly 
inſtructed by your Spiritual Teachers. So. 
that it is owing to your Careleſneſs and Neg- 
ligence, if you are not ftill: improving in the 
| Knowledge of the DoQtrines of our moſt holy 
Religion; and in conſequence of that ſtill ad- 
vancing in Piety and Virtue, and more and 
more abounding in every good Work. 
Tou ac not in a Static of Suſſering for pro- 
feſſing the Belief of the Goſpel, as the Corix. 
thians then were. So that you want no far- 
ther Support to your Minds than againſt the 
common Accidents. of Life; and if you are 
dejected by them, you are very. much want- 
ing in that Reſignation you owe to the Will 
of God, and. very remiſs in making Uſe of 
thoſe Comforts every true Chriſtian i is enti- 
1 to. Suffer 


Wi 


C29) 

- Suffer then a word. of Exhiortation, and be: 
prevailed on to make a due Uſe of thoſe pow 
erful Means you enjoy, to your going on to 
Perfection, by ſtill attaining greater Mea- 
ſures of Spiritual Underſtanding, and higher 
Degrees of every Chriſtian Virtue... 

Frequently conſider thoſe bleſſed. Promiſes: 
_ and Advantages every true Believer. has a. 
Claim to, that your Minds may be filled 
with all Conſolation, and that ye may with. 
Patience and Cheerfulneſs go. thro' the ſeve- 
ral Afflict ions with which it my pleaſe God 
to exerciſe any of you. 

And to conclude; in good cirneſt purſue 
the Things that make for Peace, whether in 
publick or private, behaving:yourſelves with. 
a dutiful Submiſſion to your Governors, that 
ye may promote the Quiet and Proſperity of 
your Country, laying-afide all private Quar- 
rels among yorrielves, rather chuſing Conde- 
ſeenſion on proper Occaſions, than too rigor- 

ouſly inſiſting on your Rights, aſſerting your 


| juſt Dues with Chriſtian Temper and Cha- 


rity, avoiding all Clamour. and provoking. 
Language, and in every thing rarher ſuffer-- 


ing. than doing an Injury. 
And 


to). 
And my e Gu of our Lord Ffeſws:Chrift, 
the Father of Glory, give unto you the Spirit of 
pov and Revelation in the Knowledge of the 
Goſpel of "his Son, that ye may know what in the 
Hope of your Calling, and what are thoſe good. 
"Works in mhich he vaght to mall: May ye daily 
be more built up and. fal in the Faith ; and 
be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, and ſtill more eee 
i» the Work of che Lord. And may the, God of, 
Love and Peace be. glways with Jou, working i In, 
you a true Chriftian Charity, and diſpoſing 
you to Peace and good Agreement ne 
een, and with a Men. 85 
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SE RMONS Preach'd on ſeveral Oc- 
ki  Caſtons hy the Right Reverend Father 
| in God Hugh Lord Biſhop of Briſtol, 
and ſold by John Nicks at the White 
„ in K. Pauls an: a 


l E W fs aur Galen den to our c 
vernors conſidered: A Sermon preach'd at 
— Pariſk-Church of St. Olaue Southw#k on 
Sunday November 20, 17155 before the High- 
Sheriff of ' Surry, the Deputy-Lieutenants and 
Juſtices of the Peace of Southwark. Publiſh'd at 


their * at the een of ſeveral of 
the Pariſh. 


A Sermon preach'd at the Conltciation of the 
Right Reverend Father in God Edmund Lord 
Biſhop of Lincoln at Somerſet-Honſe Chapel on 
Sunday February 12, 1715-16. Publiſh'd' by he 
Command of his Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and the Lords Bifhops of London, 
Wincheſter and Gloceſter. 


A Sermon preach d at the Vidtation of the 1 
Clergy held at Kingſton upon Thames on WWedneſ- 
day May 26, 1714, by the Right Reverend Farher 
in God Jonathan Lord Biſhop of Wincheſter. Pub- 
lifh'd by his ene s ſpecial Command. = 


Books Sold 1 by John Nicks: 


A Sermen ptedeh'd before the Right Honous 
rable the Lord-Mayor, Court of Aldermen, She- 
riffs, Pete Spi ore. at St. Bridget's Church, vg 
one o the Spittal Sermon. 


"The Obligation of the Oaths to the Giver, and 


the Pretences for breaking them conſidered. A Ser- 


mon,preach'd at the Aſſzes at Kingſton in Surry 
on Tueſday Fuly 31, 1916, before the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lord Chief-Juſtice Parker 806 Mr. 
Juſtice Pows. Publiſh'd at the Requeſt of the 
A and the e ern of the Oase 
ary | 
h Character aa il Grnſequetter of Sirius. 
neſs. A Sermon preach'd at the Aſſizes held at 
Fuilford in Surry, March 19, 1718-19, before the 
Lord Chief-Juſtice Pratt and the honourable 
Mr. Baron Price. Pabliſh'd at the Requeſt of the 
Right Honourable” the Lord- Lieutenant, the 
High-Sheriff, and the Gentlemen of the Grand 
Jury of the ſaid County. 


8 Sermon preach'd before the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, in Parliament aſſembled, at the 
Collegiate Church of St. Peter's Weſtminſter, on 
Friday December 16, 1720, being the Day ap- 
pointed for a General aft. 


Where may be had 


A Charge to the Clergy of the County bf * 
delivered at the Town of Guilford October 11, 
and at the Borough of Southwark Octob. 25, 1716, 
at his primary Viſitation. Publiſh'd at the Re- 
queſt of the Clergy. T he ſecond Edition: 


i# 


* 


Many vet * 


